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XIII.—NEWS.
SINCE the article on Philosophy in London in the present number

was written, an important change has been announced in the plan
of examinations for the degree of Bachelor of Science in the
University, whereby Logio and Psychology will cease to be compul-
sory subjects, and thus vanishes one of the most characteristic
features of the general scheme of the University as set forth in the
article. The B. So. examination will as before consist of two stages,
but will not henceforth have reference to a merely general disci-
pline in the sciences. At the second stage, instead of being required
as heretofore to pass in five different subjects, making with the four
subjects of the first stage a tolerably complete round of the chief
sciences, a candidate in future need not bring up more than three
out of nine subjects, of which Logic and Psychology form one.
That is to say, he will begin to speexalise before reaching the grade
of Bachelor. Care, however, is taken to make the earlier eramina-
tion more comprehensive than hitherto—in fact, fairly co-extensive
with the field of general science as commonly understood. The
practical and other reasons for the change are very strong, nor is it
greatly to be regretted, in the present state of instruction or feeling
about instruction as described in the article, that the philosophical
examination will no longer be imposed on all the candidates. At
the same time it is right to point out that the general scheme of
the University is dislocated by giving the B. So. degree (even
partially) a special character; while, if Logic and Psychology are
allowed (as they are) to rank as Science, they cannot properly be
ranged (as they are) with departments so special—not to say con-
crete—as botany, zoology, or physical geography and geology.
About Psychology there may be a question, if it is not clearly con-
ceived as the great fundamental subjective scienoe—the root of one
half of human knowledge, or rather, the key to one whole side of
all human knowledge; but surely Logic at least pertains to the
most general scientific discipline. In no longer requiring a know-
ledge of Logic from its Bachelors of Science, the University is
throwing away one of its chief distinctions, and will not so easily
replace or recover it.

No change has been made in the regulations for admission to the
degree of D. Sc., except that candidates who have prolonged the
interval between the first and second stages of the B. Sc. examina-
tion from one year to two years or more, over their special studies,
may go up for the Doctorate after a single year instead of two years
as before. This change seems a reasonable one in the new circum-
stances, but the reform really called for in the D. Sc. regulations is
that some evidence of original work should be required from the
candidates, by way of written dissertation or otherwise. In the
department of Mental Science at least, the written answers to
papers of miscellaneous questions which are at present the only test
imposed, keep the degree practically at the level of the ordinary
M.A. (Branch III.), except in so far as the greater range of subjects
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implies a longer and wider study. Bnt this very width of range—
extending from Physiology of the Nervous System through Mental
Philosophy (in all its branches) to Political Philosophy—is itself a
grievance. When a man has begun to specialise to any purpose,
he will find in any one of the subjects indicated occupation enongh
—supposing that " a thorough practical knowledge" is by all
available means exacted. It is doubtless because of the extromo
width of the range of the examination that in all the last sixteen
years since the degree was instituted, no more than two candidates
have presented themselves for the Doctorate in Mental Science.
One of them, Mr. P. K. Ray, a native of Bengal, has this year
succeeded in passing, but such a result is hardly a sufficient
justification of the present examination-scheme.

M. Littre, in the last number of La Philosophic Positive,
announces as in the press a fourth edition of Comte's fundamental
work the Court de PhUotophie Positive. The first edition (of which
the last volume appeared in 1842) was long out of print when in
1864 a second edition (with Introduction and Index) was issued by
M. Ldttre1. This had to be followed in a few years by a third, and
now the fourth is called for, to which M. Littr6 will furnish a new
preface. He justly remarks that three editions in twelve years of a
book so large and abstruse shows what ground Comte has gained in
the esteem of thinking readers.

A new quarterly journal, devoted to Psychology and Speculative
Philosophy, is announced to appear at Leipsic. It will be edited by
Professor Wundt, assisted by Drs. Avenarius, Goring and Heinze.

The Eev. William Knight (miniBter in Dundee) has been appointed
Professor of Moral Philosophy in the University of St. Andrews.

The chair of Moral Philosophy in the University of Aberdeen
has become vacant by the retirement of Professor Martin, who first
in Marischal College, and afterwards (since 1860, when it was fused
with King's College) at the University, haa hold office for about
thirty years.
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